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and state levels through Youth Art Month 
programs.   The eventual return of warmer 
weather leads to thoughts of the end of the 
school year but with just under a full tri-
mester remaining, much more learning is 
to occur.  With this stated, it is very im-
portant that parents remain aware of their 
child’s attendance as the children’s mas-
tery of the skills and content presented in 
the classroom will not only prove valuable 
for the time remaining in this school year, 
but will also build the foundation for their 
next grade level. The Mary F. Janvier staff 
continues to appreciate all of the support 
that you have provided and we wish you 
an enjoyable Spring. 
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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

The final days of March have arrived and as we 
wave “good – bye” to our Winter season we look 
forward to the warm Spring sun.  Similar to the 
seasons, the school year is transitioning and we 
remain focused as a school community towards the 
academic and social growth of our children.  The 
targeted character education trait for the month of 
March was “Honesty” and information communi-
cated to the students on this topic emphasized the 
importance of the children being honest, accepting 
that everyone can make mistakes, and understand-
ing the importance of learning from mistakes. Our 
character badge, “caught being good”, and school 
bus character recognition programs continue to 
reinforce the importance of the consistent demon-
stration of strong character in a way that celebrates 
student growth in the area of positive decision – 
making.  The children remain enthusiastic towards 
each of these programs and as a full community we 
can promote character growth by recognizing our 
children’s good character when it is demonstrated 
at home, in the store, or during an extracurricular 
activity.  Identifying our children being responsi-
ble, respectful, kind, honest, and trustworthy is cer-
tainly something that makes us all proud and the 
children need to be praised when they demonstrate 
these qualities. Of course, we should also remem-
ber that our children generally learn appropriate 
values through observation of those around them.  
Positive role models have a great impact on our 
children’s lives and through Read Across America 
activities, Janvier’s students had the opportunity to 
interact with some positive role models who attend 
Caroline Reutter School and Delsea Regional High 
School.  You will find articles about these pro-
grams and other literacy – based activities in this 
edition of the Janvier Journal.  Also in this edition, 
you will read of the learning activities that are oc-
curring in some of our Related Arts classes. Of 
note, 1st and 2nd Grade students in Computer Liter-
acy class have been exploring the world of robotics 
while Art highlights include some of our Janvier 
Jackrabbits recently being recognized at the county 
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Computer Literacy 

Read Across America In The Library 

What a wonderful time we had 
in March celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day!  Classes had a special visit from the 
“Cat in the Hat” for Read Across America 
Day and he showed us just how much fun 
reading can be! The Kindergarten and First 
grade students were treated to a special pro-
gram put together by the Reutter Library 
Helpers.  Janvier students learned all about 
Dr. Seuss, and the 6th Grade Reutter Library 
Helpers visited Kindergarten and First Grade 
classrooms to give each child their own “Cat 
in the Hat” costume!  The Reutter students 
then took turns reading their favorite Dr. 
Seuss stories.  The Second Grade students 

traveled to Delsea High School for 
their presentation that was facilitat-
ed by the Delsea Library Media 
Specialist and 9th Grade Language 
Arts Teachers. The 9th Graders, 
who wrote and illustrated their own 
stories, read them to the younger 
children.  Additional activities in-
cluded a hat making activity from 
"The Cat in the Hat" and a reflec-
tion form regarding the 9th Grad-
ers' stories.  Janvier students were 
also treated to a special theater 
presentation.  Read Across Ameri-

ca Day was a huge success 
for Janvier, Reutter and Delsea stu-

Our students are continuing to do an 
amazing job in the computer lab!  Our 
focus in Kindergarten continues to be 
on word processing.  Students have 
been using Microsoft Word to demon-
strate proper punctuation, spacing, and 
text formatting. The children are also 
learning various other features in 
Word.  In First and Second Grade, stu-
dents continue to use Lego Robot-
ics. Our latest model is a rover which 
they have programmed to do various 
tasks.  Keep up the great work boys 
and girls!  

 

Classes have been learning The Element 
of Art; Space, and how thinking about 
where and how things are placed in an 
artwork drives composition.  The three 
“tricks” to show Space are overlapping, 
distance, and size.  Between landscapes, 
portraits, butterflies, chicks, and planets, 
students of all levels have been explor-
ing Space and “taking charge” of how 
they create their artwork by using meth-
ods learned throughout our lessons.  Al-
so, March was Youth Art Month, and we 
had several of our students recognized at 
the County and State level for their 
beautiful artwork.  Jaime Thomas and 
Dylan Kousmine had their artwork dis-

played earlier this month at the 
Capitol Building in Trenton, and 
Tristan Wadhwa, Kendall 
Santora, RJ Alessio, Macie Titus, 
and Molly Mathiesen’s artwork 
was displayed at Rowan Univer-
sity among many other artworks 
from schools in Gloucester, Sa-
lem, and Cumberland Counties.  I 
am so proud of all of our talented 
students at Janvier and it is won-
derful that our school was repre-
sented at both art exhibits. 

 

Activities in the Art Room 



What’s Happening in Gym 
P A G E  3  

 During physical education in April, 
students will be doing a variety of 
exercises and skill practice.  The 
First and Second Grade students 
will be practicing their kicking 
skills, as well as some of their 
throwing skills.  They will also be 
playing a tagging game called True 
or False that uses their critical 
thinking skills as well as cardio 
vascular endurance and coopera-
tion.  The Kindergarten students 
will be practicing their jump roping 
skills, as well as practicing their 
knowledge of the alphabet during 

Alphabet relay games.  Kinder-
gartners will also develop and prac-
tice their rolling skills through par-
ticipation in "gym bowling."     

Many students are enjoying the  
outdoors, warmer weather, and fun 
festivities that Spring has to offer!  
The Kindergartners, 1st Graders, and 
2nd Graders have recently made rain-
bows in the month of March, and have 
done many activities involving Lepre-
chauns and Gold.  Students decorated 
paper plates with cotton balls to make 
a cloud, which is great for sensory 
needs.  Students then attached 7 col-
ored strips to the plate, creating a rain-
bow.  Each color strip represented 
something specific towards each indi-
vidual goal, whether it be a targeted 
speech sound, describing objects, an-
swering questions, verbs, and much 
more.  This was a great opportunity 
for the students to not only target their 

goals, but a fun activity for them to 
learn about rainbows.  As the warmer 
months approach, students will work on 
their goals with many Spring activities, 
and they will even get to target their 
speech and language goals outside!  
Hooray for Spring!  Our preschoolers 
receiving speech and language services 
are constantly exposed to new vocabu-
lary themes throughout the year.  Some 
of the themes that have been introduced 
to our 3 and 4 year olds include Fall, 
camping, picnic, Winter, Valentines’ 
Day, and St. Patrick’s Day.  The pre-
schoolers most recent vocabulary theme 
involves weather.  The month of March 
is a great time to be learning about the 
different kinds of weather as the weath-
er is different from day to day!  The 

preschool students are now able to 
differentiate a cloudy or stormy day 
from a sunny day, as well as use other 
descriptive words to described the 
weather such as windy, rainy, and 
snowy. 

What’s Happening in Speech Class 

Notes From The Reading Specialist 

Happy March!  Hi Janvier families, I 
am Erika Fasanella, the new Reading 
Specialist at Mary F. Janvier School.  I 
graduated from  Syracuse University 
with a degree in Inclusive Education in 
2007.  In 2011, I received my Master’s 
Degree from Rider University in Read-
ing and Language Arts.  This is my 
12th year in teaching.  Reading at 
home is critical to student success in 
school.  Please see the reading tips 
below:    
 Bring along a book or magazine 

any time your child has to wait, 

such as at a doctor’s office or at a 
sibling’s soccer practice.  Always 
try to find time to read. 

 Encourage your child to re-read 
favorite books and poems.  Re-
reading helps kids read more 
quickly and accurately. 

 Ask you child questions about the 
story you’ve just read or what they 
have read.  Say something like, 
“Why do you think Clifford did 
that?” 

 Take turns reading aloud at bed-
time.  Kids enjoy this special time 

with their parents. 
 Talk with your child every day 

about school and home.  Add 
some interesting words into the 
conversation, and build on words 
you’ve talked about in the past.   

     
Additional reading resources and tips 
can be found on my school website:  
https://app.oncoursesystems.com/
school/webpage/14134976.                                                 
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Mrs. Grochowski’s class began 

their Read Across America cele-

bration with a visit from Dr. 

Seuss’ “The Cat in the Hat.”  Dur-

ing March the children enjoyed 

listening to stories from parents 

and grandparents who visited as 

guest readers.  They also enjoyed 

a special visit from Mr. Kobik 

who read one of his favorite child-

hood stories to the class.  The 

month was filled with stories, 

skills and activities to celebrate 

reading! 

 

First Grade Studies the Weather 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

“March comes in like a lion and 
out like a lamb.” We have been 
focusing a lot on weather this 
month and the patterns/ changes 
that occur during this time of the 
year! We have been marking our 
calendar each day with a lamb or 
lion picture to help keep track of 
the data. This activity has helped 
us strengthen our “data” math 
skills that we just learned about 
earlier this month! So far, this 
month has really come in like a 
lion and is going out like a lamb!  

 

It is the time of year when 2nd Grad-
ers learn to tell time (to the nearest 5 
minutes) and count money.  These are 
frequently used skills that students 
should continue to practice. Students 
greatly benefit from real world prac-
tice like using actual clocks and re-
al money.  Some ways you can prac-
tice Time are by letting your child 
wear a watch with an analog face, 
asking them what time the clock says, 
and discussing clocks when you see 
them in public places.  To prac-
tice money you can have your child 
count a handful of coins or the change 

you received from a purchase.  It is a 
great learning experience to have 
your child involved in counting out 
the money to purchase an 
item.  Providing these real world ex-
periences with time and money will 
reinforce the activities completed in 
class. 

 


